COMPLETION  BY  CONQUEST
opinion of the great mass of his subjects ; the bare
instinct of self-preservation would drive him to add their
weight to his own against the forces that were perpetually
straining against the central power, and threatening,
once they got out of hand, to involve the whole realm in a
chaos of petty tyrannies whose cumulative horror would
far exceed anything of which the most ruthless single
tyrant, with all the ill-will in the world, would have
been capable.
Nothing strikes us more about people in the Middle
Ages than the way in which they were ready to give
loyalty to the most uncompromising of crowned bullies,
on the sole condition of their being strong. The more
amiable qualities, by which monarchs achieve popularity
in our own day, were more likely to be counted as
liabilities than assets in a feudal order of society. The
most damning verdict that could be pronounced by the
English people on a Norman King was that of the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle on Stephen : " He was a mild man,
and soft, and good, and he did no Justice" But of his pre-
decessor, Henry, an utterly ruthless egotist with a heart
of steel, it is said that " he was a good man and there
was great dread of him ... he made peace for man and
beast59.
Even in a survey so brief as this, we shall never make
the story of English patriotism intelligible, unless we get
a clear notion of what is implied by this order of society
that in our school books we were taught to call feudal.
Because if we are to go by the weight of expert authority,
medieval man, as seen through academic glasses, would
seem to have thought and felt in a way so utterly different
from anything human with which we are acquainted,
that we might as well give up the attempt to make sense
of his proceedings. Patriotism, we are certain to be
told, is a thing utterly incompatible with the complicated
system of personal relationships and legal technicalities
that exercised the skill of the feudal lawyer. Which
Indeed it would be, if we are to take for gospel every
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